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ELBRITE BROWN was born and raised in Philadelphia. Now an illustrator, fine artist, and art teacher, his interest in art began at a very young age. He has fond memories of his mother drawing little pictures to help him associate letters with images as she taught him the alphabet. Art has always helped Elbrite see things more clearly; and as a shy student, art helped him open up and communicate with other students. He integrated art into his school years by illustrating school reports, and starting a button-making business.
After leaving Murrell Dobbins Area Vocational Technical High School in North Philadelphia, Elbrite attended The University of the Arts, also in Philadelphia, where he earned his Bachelors and Masters Degrees. After graduating, he did some freelance illustration and then taught art the Philadelphia High School for Creative and Performing Arts and other schools in the Philadelphia Public School System. He currently teaches at a public school in New Jersey.

Elbrite has been inspired by so many supportive people in his life from family, church, and community to his teachers and now his students. More than anything else he looks at art as a way for him to inspire others.

Elbrite Brown is the winner of the 2004 Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator Award.
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Playing to Win: The Story of Althea Gibson

written by Karen Deans

Ages 4–8 • 32 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-1926-5 • $16.95     
This captivating story of tennis great Althea Gibson shows how she became a barrier-breaking, record-setting, and world-famous sportswoman and personality.
My Family Plays Music

written by Judy Cox

Ages 4–8 • 32 pages • HC: 978-0-8234-1591-5 • $17.95     
A buoyant introduction to music illustrated with dynamic cut-paper art, in which a spunky girl finds the perfect percussion instrument to play along with each member of her contemporary African American family.
“A celebration of sound.… Vibrant and filled with energy.”—School Library Journal
                        “Here’s a clan that outdoes even the Marsalis family.”—Kirkus Reviews
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